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PSALM CXIV. 16. 


Who will riſe up for me againſt the E- 


wil=doers ? or who will land np for 


me againſt the Workers of Iniquity * 


HIS Pſalm svariouſly expound- 
ed. Some ſuppole that the Church 
does here complain of the Perſe- 
cution of Idolatrous Nations, and 

implore the Aid of God and Man againſt 
them; but whoever reflefts on the 7th and 
8th Verſes, will eaſily ſee, that by Ewihdoers 
= Workers of Iniquity in my Text, the Pſal- 
does not mean the Heathen and Infidel, 
bi Atneiſtical and Impious I/raelites. Others 
conſider David. m 'this Pſalm as a private 
Perſon,and in &ifireſs ; and think char inthe 
words of my Text he begs the Defence and 
ProteQtion of Mar, as in the beginning of the 
Pſalm he had done that of God , againſt his 
implacable and roo powerful Enemies : but 
whoever will look more cloſely into the de- 
ſign of this Pſalm, will ſoon ſee, that David 
here is not ated by Fear but Zeal ; that 'cis 
B not 
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not his own Enemies, but the Enexies of God 


and Goodneſs be (ets himſelf againſt : Nor is 
ic his own Defence,but the Owerthrow of Wick- 
edneſi which he aims at. I think therefore 
we ought to look upon David herein a pub- 
lick, Capacity, as a Frince or Magiſtrate ; and 
then as ſuch he deplores the Increaſe and 
Confidence of the Wicked : and having for- 
tify'd bim(clf in God by Prayer,he "clole.in 
the words of my Texe,to do the Duty of his 
Station,to imploy all the power God had gi- 
ven him for the Extirpation of Wickedneſs, 
and the Reformation of an impious People, 
and earneſtly igvites and calls in to his Aſſi- 
ſtance al] that'had either Heart or Ability for 
ſnch a Work,as being well aware of the great 
difficulty of it, Who will riſe up for me againſt 
the Exil-doers © or who will fland np for me 


againſt the Workers of Iniquity ? This is the 


Sence I prefer, not only for the Reaſons be- 
fore alledg'd,but alſo becaule it beſt become 

the Zeal and Faith of Pawid,. beſt ſuits the 
Spirit and Genius of feveral. other ;parallel 
Pſalms, and ſeems plainly to me to have the 
Countenance of the Targum and Septnagint. 
In the words thus explain'd we have theſe three 


thiogs : z. The 


of Magiſtrate: and Peophe. 


:. The deplorable Srave of Iſrael, This is 
eaſily to be collected from the form and man- 
ner of Davit's expreſſing himſelf here, Who © 
ill fland np for me? who will take my part ? 
As if he ould have faid; Suck is the 4." 
and power of the Wicked, that how much ſo- 
ever my heart is ſet upon aReformation,l can 
hardly hope to effe& ir, without the Concur- 
rence and joint Endeavonrs' of good Men. 
And yet alas! how little is the Aſſiſtance I 
can reaſonably expe&t of this kind ? How few 
are the fincere Friends of Goodneſs ? How 
great and general is the Coldneſs and Indiffe- 
rence which poſſeſſes men in the things of God? 


2. The Daty of the Magittrate. This is 
plainly imply'd' here, and 'is, to curb and re- 
ſtrain Wickedneſs , and to pronjere a gene- 
ral Reformation, 


3- The Duty of aff good People. Whichis, 
as fa as in'them lyes;to aſſiſt 2nd encourage 
the Mapiſtrate in this good) Work. E begin 
with the firff of theſe : LACS) 


I. The deplorable Starr of I The < Pak 
B 2 miſt 
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miſt does' not here reckon up all the Sins 
which then polluted the Land ; but only ob- 
ſerves to what beight Wickedneſswas grown. 
Impudence and Atheiſm, or ſomething equi- 
volent to it, and Crimes of no common; ſize 
now reign'd and rag d every where. Sin was 
no longer the work of darkneſs: Tranſgreflors 
were above the fear both of Shame and Laws: 
they had thrown off all Reverence for the 
God of Facob,and hop in a little time to ſee 
all others do ſo too. Though they were ſuch 
as were not to be endur'd in any Community, 
yet were they fo far ſpread, and had o ad- 
vanc'd themſelves into places of Power and 
Profit, that they were in a Condition to op- 
preſs the Godly,and to projed the utter Ex- 
tirpation of Vercue, and the Eaſtabliſhmene 
of Wickednels in its room, by their Influence 
and Authority. All this 1s plainly to be in- 
ferr'd from the Pſalmiſt's Deſcription of thoſe 
times : Lord, bow long fhall the wicked, how 
long ſhall the wicked triumph £ How long ſhall 
they utter and ſpeak bard things,, and all the 
workers of iniquity boaſt themſelves? They break 
in pieces thy people, O Lord,and afflict thine he- 
ritage.. ' They ſlay the widow and ſtranger, and 


murder 


but now we 4 at the Goſpel ie 
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murder the fatherleſs. Tet they ſay, The Lord 


ſhall not ſee, neither ſball the God of Jacob re- 
gard it, And 9.20. Shall the Throne of Ini- 
quity bave fellowſhip with Thee,which frameth 
Miſchief by a Law ? 

This was indeed a. miſerable, a deſperate 
ſtate of things : and yet we have reaſon to 
fear that onr own is as bad 3 nay,confidering 
the Means and Motives we have enjoy'd,and 
ſtill do, worſe. Onr Wickedneſs, both in 
pradtice and principle, is at laſt arriv'd at the 
utmoſt maturity it is capable of. It is not /ake- 
warmneſs in praftice, tis not too great a lati- 
tude inthe Faith, tis not Diſputes about things 
indifferent that we now complain of, but 
downright Apoſtacy and Infidelity. The utter 
Subverſion of all Religion-is now threatned. 
by Atheiſmr and Deiſm, by Clubs and-Combi- 
nations of Wretches, who believe either 70 
God at all,or none but ſuch a one whole Be- 
ivg and Attributes conſiſt well enough with 
the worſt of Vices.Order and\/Decency,Peace 
and Unity, Cliarch Diſcipline and Govern- 
ment, are things that we have Tong ago accu- 
ſtom'd our ſelves to contemn and flight : 


{elf 
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ſelf as a cunningly deviſed Fable,and Verte and 
a pablick Spirit as things that none have anin- 
ward Eſteem for but Fools and Superſtitions. 
Now when theſe are our Principles, when thele 
are openly abetted and induſtrioufly ſpread 
in: Publick and Private, in Print and Conver- 
ſation, to the reproach of Chriſtianity,and the 
ſcandal and ſhame of Magiſiracy and Gowern- 
avent,what Morals are we to expect amongſt 
us? what,but juſt ſuch as we find? We were 
long aga Lewd and Carnal, Factions and Con- 
tentious, Admirers of the Pomp and Oſten- 
tation of Life, But theſe are the common and 
Uuſnal Vices ofProfperity inevery Age: we have 
now advanc'd much further. We are Falle, 
and Baſe and Cowardly,Corrupt and Perfidi- 
-ons- There is no Truth, no Juſtice, no [n- 
regrity amangſt us: much leſs any .Love of 
our Country, or Zeal for any thing that is 
-commendahble- orc lovely. Before we were ſe- 
duc'd by Proſperity agaiaſt Conſcience-: buc 
there was yer hope: , becauſe. ſomething of 
Conſcience remain'd : buc now alas! Confci- 
-ence is look'd upon as a Notion fic. only. to 
awe and ſcare:the Weak and Simple. Before, 
we wete too far eltrangd from that Purity 
: and 
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and Peaceableneſs, which are the inſeparable 
Properties of heawenly wiſdom : but now we 
are as far eſtrang'd from common Honeſty and 
Truth, without which, I will not ſay Religion, 
but even Human Society and Trade cannot 
ſubſiſt. Theſe are the glorious Fruits of A- 
theiſm and Deiſm, and I know not what late 
Diſcoveries and Innovations in Religion and 
Politicks. And all this is but the natural courle - 
of things; for ill Principles do as naturally 
breed Immorality, as Immorality does Ruine 3 
according to that of the Pſalmiſt , The Fool. 
hath ſaid in his heart there 7s no God ; and then 
it follows, They are corrupt, they have done a- 
bominable works, there is none that doeth good.. 
Plal. £4. t: : 

This now js our ftate : how dangerous, how - 
deplorable a one , no Man can be inſenſible, 
who 1s in any degree thoughtful and ſerious. - 
And where is it now we are to ſcek for re- 
dreſs £ To whom are we to apply our ſelves. 
for Reformation ? Shall we deſpair, Shall we 
quir the delign of it, and, forbearing all at- 
tempts of our own , leave the Work wholly 
to God ? If fo, we need not doubt but God 
will one day or other affere his Truth, and 
vindicate 


«hes 
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vindicate his Honour 3 but it will bein our 
Ruine, not Reformation. For when God has 
tryd us long under the richeſt means of Grace, 
the fructifying Influences of his Word , Sa- 
craments, and Spirit, and we bring forth no- 
thing but Briars and Thorns; when he has ex- 
ercis'd us long under the various Diſcipline of 
Judgment and Mercy, and we bring forth 
nothing but Fraud and Falſhood, Violenceand 
Oppreſlion;what are we to expe from God, 
but that he ſhou'd accompliſh upon s all the 
IVves denounc'd againſt Feruſalem 10 the like 
caſe, Ijai. 5. and ſumd up v.5,6 ? And, now 
o to,l will tell you what I will do to. myVine- . [ 
a: I will. take away the bedge thereof, and | 
it ſhall be eaten up ; and break down the wall i 
Rk and it ſhall be trodden down. And I 
will lay it waſie, it ſhall not be pruned, nor dig- | 
ged, - but there fhall come up briars and thorns. 
1 will alſo command the. Clouds that they rain 
no rain upon it. | doubt nor but you will be 
of opinion with me, that we ought to pre- 
vent this Sentence by ſome Endeavours of 
our own for Reformation. To whom then ſhall 
we adareſs our ſelves ? To the Maſters of Fa- 
milies ? *Tis true, they can do mmch,and much 
one 
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one day will be requir'd of 'em.But alas! when 
che day has been ſpent in cares and dradgery, 
the evening is commonly ſpent in mirth, or 
zine, or worſe : {o that little, I doubt, is to be 
expected from hence. Shall we then fix our 
hopes upon Religious Socteties, confederated 
and enter'd into for this very purpoſe ? I am 
glad, I confels, to ſee a Spirit of Religion ſtir- 
ring and moving any where amongſt us ; and I 
know not how far this leaven may go towards 
the fermenting che whole lump: But alas! They 
do not -pollels all thoſe Advantages which are 
neceſſary for ſo great a work. Shall we then 
expet Reformation from the Clergy £ God,[ 
confeſs, has ſet them as Shepherds and Watch- 
en over hisFlock,and it cannot be deny'd but 
we may and ought to do much zzore than we 

do ; I pray God make us ſenſible of che great 
account we are one day to render of our Stew- 

ardſhip. But alas ! you cannot be ignorant,that 

this is one of the crying Sins we complain of, 

that the great Endeavours of this Age are to 

render the Miniftry of this Body of Men »ſe- 


teſSand unſerviceable;by malicious ſlanders and 
other ill methods to extinguiſh all Reverence 


for their Perſons and Office ; and by pernici- 
C | ous 
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ous Errors to defeat the powerand efficacy of 
their Doarine: Nor can you be ignorant how 
far theſe have ſucceeded. From whom thenare 
we to expect a Reformation ? From the King? 
He indeed is inveſted with power cnough, and 
God has done great things for him, I hope heis 
truly ſenſible of it, and has it upon his heart 
to make the beſt returns he can. Eſpecially 
ſince our Religion and Liberty , without ths, 
are far from being ſecur'd,our Deliverance far 
from being compleated: and whatever bonour 
he has himſelf acquir'd either by War or by 
this Peace, it will want its greateſt Beauty and 
Perfection ; nay,l fear;be utterly blaſted,if ic 
be not ripen'd and conſummated by the Glory 
of a Reformation. But after all, will not he be 
ready juſtly co take up the words of the King 
of Iſrael in my Fext,and' in the'{ence I have 
given of them,Who will 'viſe up-tor me againſt 
#he wicked? &c. The Burthenis too great for one 
alone, were he great as Moſes himſelf : there- 
fore is the Civil Power communicated-in leſſer 


"Streams and Branches, from the Root, from the 
Fountain, from the Supream Magiſtrate,to Sub- 
- ordinate ones. On youthen is devolv'da migh- 


ty part of this Duty. From you therefore,the 
Ma- 
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Magiſtrates of this City,we are to expedt ſtre- 
nuous and zealousAttempts for a Reformation. 
The eyes of all good Men may be reaſonably 
upon you. The ſtation you hold,the power you 
participate,Jay great Obligations upon you,and 
g1ve you great Opportunities. From you there- 
fore God, the King,and the People may juſtly 
demand and expe$&t very great Advances in the 
work of Reformation. All this will more fully 
appear from my ſecond General ; which is, 


I. The Duty of the Magiſtrate. That this is 
to-curb and quel che Ungodly , and cut off 
wickedneſs from the Cities of our God, will 
be plain to any one that ſhall conſider the End 
of Civil Power,and the Influence of Vertue. 
It we enquire why God has put the Sword 
into the hand of the Civil Magiſtrate,why the 
Supream, Univerſal Monarch of Heaven and 
Earth has communicated a Ray of his Autho- 
rity to Man, Scripture and Reaſon will joon 
i8form us. Se.Paul, Row. 13. after he has afler- 
tedrhe Origin of Civil Power to be from God, 
and-trom thence inferr'd the Obligation of In- 
teriors to Obedience,not only for wrath, but alſo 
for Conſcience ſakg ; he does at large deſcribe 

a C 2 | the 
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the Office of a Magiſtrate, confiſting in what 
I have laid down, v.3,4,5. St-Perer advances 
the very ſame DoGrine , only a little more 
compendiouſly, 1 Pet. 2.13,1 4. Submit your 
ſelves to every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's 
ſake ; whether it be to the King as Supream,or 
unto Governours, as unto them that are ſent by 
bim, for the puniſhment of Ewvil-doers, and for 
the praiſe of them that do well. 

If we conſult Reaſon, this will ſoon tell us, 
that that is truly the great End of Civil Power, 
which when attain'd,the Community arrives at 
the greateſt happineſs it is capable of, and 
without which all other Advantages are either 
uſeleſs or pernicious And this is certainly 
Religion: This is the Spring of all wiſe Coun- 
ſels and Conduct, and of all handſome and 
worthy Actions. This inſpires the Magiftrate 
with Wiſdom, Integrity and Zeal for publick 
Good. This prodaces Obedience in the Sub- 
je& towards their Prince, and Charity towards 
one another. This begets and nouriſhes Sobri- 
ety and Courage 1n the Souldier, and Truth 
and Juſtice in the Trader. This is,in a word, 
the only ſolid Foundation of a People's 
ſtrength and glory : for it gives us Peace and 


Unity, 
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Unity, and Wealth at home, and Reputation 
abroad. Bur on the other hand, as Righteouſ- 


neſs exalts a Nation, o Sin is the reproach of 


any People. This blaſtsall our Secular Advan- 
rages, and defeats all the hopes the moſt pro- 
miſiog Circumſtances can raiſe in us. Wealth 
without Religion does but invite Inwaſtons, 
and render us a richer Prey. The ſtrength and 
$kill of Arms without Religion, naturally tends 
to Tyranny or Civil Tumults : or if a Martial 
Genius and Power be wiſely or luckily de 
werted on foreign Wars, this in effect is but to 
oppreſs our ſelves in order to infe$i others. As 
to Peace,there 3s no peace;ſaith myGod,unto the 
wicked. This is as true with reſpe to thePeace 
of Publick Societies,as to the Calm and. Tran- 

uility of a private Boſom. Without Religion, 
Selfiſhneſs &Senſuality, Luſt, Paſſion & Fancy, 
muſt be the predominant Principles-in us; and 
theſe are reſtleſs and humorous,dividing,con- 
tentious and weakening ones. They naturally 
embroil us with: neighbouring Nations,or with 
one another, and make us at once unfit for war, 
and incapable of peace. In one word, were Re- 
Jigion exterminated, and Wickednels ſubſti- 


tuted in its room, without azy other Evil or 
Enemy 
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gifts, and followeth after rewards. They judge 


Enemy to attack us, we ſhould unavoidably 
fink and periſh underthe weight and perſecu- 
tion of our own Vices. 

And yet,after all this, I have made you hut 
a very imperfe& Repreſentation of the diffe- ' 
rent Influence of Religion and Wickedneſs. I 
muſt put you in mind further, that there is a 
God, a God who judgeth and ruleth the Earth ; 
that the Sins of any Nation do certainly ſub- 
JeQ it to þis wrath and diſpleaſure, and their 
Vertues entitle it to bis favour and proteGion. 
What the Prophet publiſhc to Faudab,is in ef- 
fe@t the ſtanding Rule of the Divine Govern- 
ment over all Nations. If ye bewilling and obe- 
dient, ye ſhall eat the good of the Land : But if 
you refuſe and rebel, ye ſhall be devoured with 
the Sword : for the Mouth of the Lord bath ſþo- 
ken it. Tfai. 4.1 9,20. And the following words 
are ſo applicable to vs, that they may julily 
fill us with Melancholy apprehenfſions. How 75 
the faithful City become an Harlot # It was full 
of Tudpment Righteouſneſs lodged in it, but now 
Mnrderers. Thy felwer 3s become droſs,thy wine 
7 mixt with water. Thy Princes are rebellious. 
and companions of Thieves : every one loveth 
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not the fatherleſs, neither doth the cauſe of the. 
widow come unto then. Therefore ſaith the Lord, 
the Lord of Hoſts, the mighty one of Iſrael, Ab! 
I will eaſe me of mine Adwerſaries, and avenge 
me of mine Enemies. Nor let us flatter our 
ſelves with Security, becauſe God hath ſbeatb'd 
the Sword by an undeſerved Peace. Unleſs we 
repent and reform,he can ſoon draw it again, 
and turn the point upon our more ſenſeble and 
vital parts: or if he don't do this,he wantsno- 
Artillery, no Inſtruments of Vengeance ; he 
needs but reſtrain the Influences of Heaven, 
or let looſe the Elements upon us, and we - 
ſhall ſoon periſh by Deluges or Conflagrati- 
ons, by Earthquakes, Plagues , or Famines. 

Thus. I have plainly prov'd the Propoſition - 
laid down, that the great Buſineſs and Duty 
of the Civil Magiſtrate is,to maintain and ad-- 
vance Righteouſneſs, and to cut off and ex- 
tirpate Ungodlineſs. For I have ſhew'd that 
this is the great End for which God confers. 
Power and Authority upon thim : that Righ- 
teonſneſs and Wickedneſs have neceſſarily a. 
mighty Influence upon the Proſperity or Mi- 
ſery of every Community : and laſtly;that the - 


Favour of God is the neceſſary Confequence - 


a 
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of the one, and his Diſpleaſure of the other; 


And this alone is atany time enough to make 
us a happy or unbappy Nation, The Reſult of 
all is briefly this, the good of the Pepole is the 
great Concern of the Magiſtrate ; and therefore 
It is as plain, that 'tis the Duty of the Magi- 


firate to endeavour at this time a Reformation, 


- as it is that the good of the People depends up- 


on it. From this Doe&rine thus clear'd will 
follow theſe two or three plain Inferences. 


z. Now that we fee the Duty of the Magi- 
firate, 'tis ealie to infer what kind of Men are 
qualify d to be Magiftrates,namely ſuch as e- 
thro recommended to Moſes,Exod. 1 8.2 4. Able 
men, fearing God, men of truth, and hating co- 
wetouſneſs. Able men ; Men of Rank and Sub- 
ſtance,Men of a great and juſt Reputation and 
Intereſt, founded on known and ſolid Vertues. 
Fearing God, this is the foundation of all Wiſ- 
dom and Vertue ; 'Tis impoſlible that ſuch 
ſhou'd be either Enemies to Wickedneſs, or 
hearty Friends to Righteouſneſs, whoſe Minds 
are not pofſelsd with a due and awful ſence 
of God. Men of truth ;i.e.of Uprightneſs and 

Integrity 3 that cannot be wrapt by Popu- 
Jarity 
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larity or Ambition,nor influenced by Friends 
or Parties, by any ſelfiſh fears or hopes : but 
will readily purſue their Duty in defiance of 
all worldly Conſiderations to the contrary, 
Hating Covetouſneſs ; Selfiſhnels is a flat con- 
tradition to a Publick Spirit, and tis impoſſi - 
ble thact the Sordid and Covetous ſhou'd ever 
be capable of any thing ſo great and lovely 

as Religion and Honour. Theſe are the Cha- 
raters which fit Men for the Chair ; theſe are 

the Men whoſe Example will derive Force and 

Authority on their Zeal for Reformation. 

2. From hence 'tis plain chat they who 
chooſe ſuch Men for Magiſtates as are not 
qualify'd for it , betray the cruſt which God 
and the Government have reposd in 'em : 
That they are in effect Enemies to their Re- 
ligion and their Country ; and the Grounds 
they proceed upon, whatever they be, can ne- 
ver be wiſe nor good. The great and excellent 
Ends of God can never be ſerv'd by ill Me ; 
by Men whoſe PraGices obftruS} that Vertue 
which their Power ſhould promote, and are (o 
far from being an Ornament to their Station, 
that they are a Diſhonour to it, and ſerve on- 
ly to bring Magiſtracy it ſelf into contempt. 

D 3dly, 
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3dly andlaſtly, Since Magiſtrates are the 
Miniſters of God,and the great End of Govern- 
ment is to reſtrain Vice and propagate Vertue, 
tis plain that they muſt at the laſt dayrender 
an account of their Office to God, and ſtand or 
fall as they have an{wer'd or diſappointed chis 
ExpeCation of God. Ic will not then be con- 
fider d what expence they have made, what part 
or figure they have maintain'd, or what party 
they adher'd to ; but how heartily they have 
ſought the good ofthe people committed to their 
charge: which is,jn other words, how zealouſly 
they have perſecuted wickedneſs,and eſpous'd 
the intereſt of Religion. The Pſalmiſt therefore 
puts. Magiſtrates in mind, that God heedfully 
ſuperintendsand obſerves their deportment,in or- 
der to judge 'em. God ftandeth in the Congrega- 
tion of the mighty.: he judgeth among the Gods. 
Pfal.82.And by laying before 'em the vaſt in- 
portance.of Magiſtracy to the World, for 'tis the 
ſupport of it,he ſuggeſts to 'em how great,how 
dreadful a. puniſhment mult be juſtly due to 


wegligence or corruption in it. They know not, 


neitber will tbey underſtand ; they walk on in 


darkneſs: all the foundatians of the Earth are out 
of courſe,v. 5. Andatlaſt,leſt they ſhould flat- 
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ter them(elves that their power and greatneſs 
can ſheiter and Jkreen them from Vengeance ; 
he puts 'em in mind that they are mortel,and 
can no more eſcape judgment than they can 
death: I bawe ſaid ye are Gods,and all of you 
are Children of the moſt High ; but ye ſhall die 
like Men, and fall like one of the Princes,v 6,7. 

And as 7t 1s appointed for Rulers as well as pri- 
vate Men once to die, ſo conſequently to ap- 

pear in judgment. And what a dreadful account 

will he have to give at the [aſt Audit, who has 

been ſelfiſh or ſottiſh ? who has proſtituted his 

power togratifie ſome vile Luſt or Paſſion,and 

betray'd the honour and intereſt of Juſtice and 

Vertue to ſerve ſome By-end ? 

To prevent this fad iſſue of things,give me 
leave to lay before you the Example of an ex- 
cellent Gowvernonr, which I would earneſtly de- 
fire you to follow in proportion to your En- 
dowments and Power ; it is that of Dawid in 
Pſal i 08. Hethere propoſes to himſelf three 
things,and I do not doubt but he did ſteadily 

rſue 'em throughout his Reign. 8. He re- 
ſolves upon the praGiſe of the ſtricteſt wertue 
in his own perſon; without which he well knew 


he cou'd not expe the propitious Preſence of 
D 2 God 
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God with him,either to guide or bleſs him. I 
will bebawe my ſelf wiſely in a perfe& way ; 0 
when wilt thou come unto me © I will walk with- 
in my houſe with a perfe& heart. I will ſet no 
wicked thing before mine eyes : I hate the work 
of them that turn aſtde,it ſhall not cleave to me, 
v.2,3- Next he reſolves to purge his Court of 
all wicked and ungodly Men,and to plant it 
with ſuch as fear God: to caſhire the peeviſh 
and ambittous,the treacherous and fraudulent, 
the fatious and contentious ; and to receive 
into his friend{hip and ſervice Men of Truth 
and Integrity , Lovers of Religion and their 
Country ; and therefore ſure to be faithful to 
both. A froward heart ſhall depart from me, I 
will not know a wicked perſon. Whoſo privily 
ſlanderah his neighbour,bhim will I cut off : him 
that bath an high lock and a proud heart will 
not I ſuffer. Mine eyes ſhall be upon the faithful 
of the Land,that they may dwell with me ; and 
ſo on. Laſtly he reſolves to put the Laws a- 
gainſt all notorious Offenders in vigorous ex- 
ecution And the truth is;the Civil Laws of Me- 
ſes are full and ſevere enough againſt all wil- 
fal and ſcandalous Crimes,and needed not a- 
ny Arbitrary Power to ſupply their defes:So 

that 
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that the P/almiſt might very well expreſs this 
his ſence in the manner he does; I will early. 
deftiroy all the wicked of theLand,that I may cut 
off all wicked doers from the City of the Lord, 
v.8. O brighe example! Owile and holy Re- 
ſolutions! Happy will this Land be,when God: 


ſball vouchſafe to raiſeup ſuch a Spirit as this 


in our Prince,and in all that are put in Autho- 
rity under bim.Certainly all that have any fe- 
rious thoughts about Religion and the Infla- 


ence of it, muſt earneſtly deſire to ſee that 
day , and make it the daily ſubject of their 
importunate Prayers. Which minds me of: 
my third and laft Head. | 


HI. The Duty of all good People,to ſerve and 
aſſift the Magiſtrate in his Endeavours for Re- 
formation. Which is here call'd, The ftanding 
up with bim againſt the workers of iniquity. Þþ 
need not ſurely prove this to be our Duty. 
We cannot fave our own Souls without doing 
what God has pur in our power towards the 
ſaving thoſe of others : without this we mult. 
not pretend to Religion. For what a ſtrange: 
ſort of Religion is that which has neither 
Zeal for God, nor Charity for Man? and be can 
be 
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be fuppos'd ro have bur very little of either, 
who will not contribute what he can to the 
maintenance and propagation of Righteoul- 
neſs,and the ſuppreſſing Wickedne(s. It often 
happens, and it is a deplorable face of things 
when it does fo, that the great, and 'the rich, 
Men of place and power,are the Fautors and 
Abettors of Sin; not only doing il! themſelves, 
bue delightiog in thoſe that do ſo. It often 
happens thar Vice has gain'd that Aſcendant 
and Authority in a Nation (unhappy the Na- 
tion where it has!) that it defies,not only all 
the Exhortations and Denunciations of the 
Pulpit, but the Force and Majeſty of Laws 
roo. In this caſe,not ſubordinate Magiſtrates on- 
Iy, but even Princes themſelves will need the 
counſel, the induſtry, the help and ſervice of 
others; and ſhall we be accounted the Ser- 
vants of God and Lovers of Vertue,if we cx- 
preſs no concern or zeal for either upon ſuch 
an occafion ? 

If it be ſaid, we do not diſpute our Obli- 
gation to do what we can in ſuch a Caule as 
this is; but what is it that we can do? T 
anſwer,l do not doubt but that frequent Op- 
portwnities will offer themſelves, when you 

may 
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may ſeaſ{onably reftifie your good will to it. 
But beſides theſe, there are ſome general ways 
of doing it,to which we are all equally ryed. 
Such are, for inſtance, a: cheerful Obedience 
co the Magiſtrate; a fair and candid conftru- 
Qion of his Conduct, a juſt honour and e- 
ſteem for him on the account of what he does 
well,fervent and. conſtant! Prayers to God for. 
a Bleſſing upon him,that he may be endow'd 
with a Spirit of Wiſdom and' Connſel, of Cou-. 
rage and Conſtancy, and may be ever under 
the proteGion and guidance of God. Nay, 
there 1s ſomething more then all this that we. 
can do ; we may reform our ſelver , we may. 
employ much care about our Farmlies,we may. 
countenance and encourage the PublickWor- 
ſbip,by our conſtant Attendance upon it,and * 
an-cqual and reverent Deportment ar it, and * 
we may, in all Conwerſations, ſignifie our dif- 
like of every thing that has any tinQure of- 
Impiety. By this means we ſhall make the- 
work of the Magiſtrate very eafte , we ſhall 
ſtrengthen his Hands, and-confirm him in his- 
zuſt. Reſolutions ; and we ſhall give check to- 
the confidence of Sinners, and Sin will again 
ſneak and hide it ſelf in Dens and Darkneſs, 
when .. 
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when it meets with that open and honeſt 
oppoſition which it ought, from all that make 
profeſſion of Chriſtianity. Do you yer de- 
fire more particular DireQions ? conſider by 
what Arts ill- Men endeavour to propagate 
Wickedneſs , 'and from hence you will ſoon 
ſee how you are to obwiate and countermine 
'em. Are they induſtrious to advance ill Prin- 
ciples, and to ſubvert Primitive Chriſtianity ? 
we muſt contend earne$ily for the Faith once 
delivered to the Saints, and be induſtrious to 
keep it firm upon its ficſt grounds. Are they 
for caſbiering Churches, Liturgies, Prieſts,and 
Sacramenrs ? It is even from hence plain,thar 
*tis the Intereſt of Religion that we ſhou'd 
pay a juſt regard to 'em. Do they combine 
to blaſt and oppreſs by Calumnies and ill Ares 
all good Men, and eſpecially thoſe who are 
more peculiarly engag'd in the Defence of 
Religion ? we muſt encourage, vindicate, ſup- 
port, and honour ſuch. Do they labour to 
divide and embroil us? we muſt ſincerely 
follow after thoſe things that make for peace. 
Finally, are they zealous ro promote ill Men ? 
we muſt be ſo to ſet up good ones. I will now 
f#wm up all, and conclude. 


Our 
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"Gul. City and Nation are miſerably y<eorrtp- 
red and debauch'd ; and while they are 1o, 
we can never promiſe our \clyes Proſpericy 
or Safety. God has, * cis-true;, at" this- ime 
piven-us a Peace; tis Kot Trial," "£is an- 
other Call ; we, indeed, may' mike it'a'great - 
and laſting Bleſſing. 'But alas | unleſs a Re- 
formation follow, Peace does but kin our - 
Wounds: we bleed inwardly, and our.-ye-. 
ry Vitals waſte. What will it avatl ns to--- 
repair our Loſſes,if at the ſame time we / 1,4 | 
ſue and multiply our Sis? What wi > 
Nenifie that we are deliver'd: from the Fear 
of a'Mortzl Enemy, when , on this-fuppoſal, - 
God muft ſtill have 'a Controwerſie 'with "our - 
Land * A Reformation then you will all ac-. 
knowledge neceffary: and' certainly, if you -- 
confider what Influence 'the Condu& and 
Morals of this City have upon the whole Na- 
tion ; and what an acconnt both Magiftracy 
and People have one day to pive of their A- 
bility to do good, you cannot but conclude - - 
that it ought to begin from hence, and tobe {}.- 
ftrenuouſly profecumed by the joynt 'Endea- . 
vours of the Magiftrates,. and others of -this - 

greet, and if you will do your Duty;I doubt. 
F ; 
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____not but I ſhall ſoon be able to add, flouriſh- 
ing and happy City. Whether now you will 
bear, or whether you will forbear, I muſt leave bs 
that, to you.; but Heaven and Egrth will one 
time witneſs that 1 have this day ſicerely put 
you in mind of your Duty. If you neglect ir, 
certainly your Proſperity and Honour will be 
a very little, or a very ſhort Blaze. For are 
they.not rhe words of God in a much like 
caſe ? Them that honour me , I will honour ; 
and they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly efteem- 
ed? x Sam. 2. 3o. But alas! ſuppoſe our 
Temporal Proſperity ſhould be prolong'd ? 
what then ? Is there not a day, a terrible day 
coming) when Parties and Paſſions ſhall be no 
more, when the ſtrength of Sides and Faftions 
ſhall be ſcatter'd and diſpers'd for ever,when 
all the little Politicks and Subtilties of Man 
ſhall be miſerably. exploded and expos'd, and 
the Lord alone ſhall be exalted in that day ? 
Then ſhall EleGors and EleSed appear befor 
the Fudgment Seat of Chrift, and give an ac- 
count of, your Truſt 3 and then ſhall ye all 
receive according to what you have done in the 
Body, whether it be good or evil. Ah! Day 
Joyful ta the St but diſmal to the 
Wicked ! 
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Wicked ! 1 will add one ſhort Remark, and 
I have done. The Language of the Text ſeems 
to me to be wholly Metaphorical, conſiſting 
of Military Terms : this indeed ſuggeſts to us 
that Reformation is a Work wherein you muſt 
expect to be encounter'd with great Oppoſition 
and many Difficulties. But let no Man's 
beart fail him for this: The Cauſe 1 is the 
Lord's; and whoever engages in it, fights 
under the banner of God, enjoys the Prayers 
of good Men, the Miniſtry of Angels, and the 
Aid of the Holy Spirit ; and may with a holy 
Aſſurance uſe the words, and expe the Suc- 

ceſs which Moſes did when the Ark (et forth : 
Ariſe,O God,and let thine Enemies be ſcatter d ; 
Let them alſo that hate thee flee before thee. 
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